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of deposition. Turmel writes : " il a attribue au pape . . . un droit de 
revision." His discussion on the other hand sets forth that the right 
was a novelty in practice, instituted at that particular time. 

The book is a useful help in tracing the development of Roman 
appellate jurisdiction, though it is obvious that it must be read with 
cautious, critical attention. 

Francis A. Christie. 
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Recueil des Actes de Lothaire et de Louis V., Rois de France (954- 
987). Publie sous la Direction de M. H. d'Arbois de Jubain- 
ville, Membre de l'lnstitut, par M. Louis Halphen, avec la 
Collaboration de M. Ferdinand Lot. (Paris: C. Klincksieck. 
1908. Pp. lv, 231.) 

Recueil des Actes de Philippe I er , Roi de France (1059-1108). 
Publie sous la Direction de M. d'Arbois de Jubainville, Mem- 
bre de l'lnstitut, par M. Prou, Professeur a l'Ecole des Chartes. 
(Paris: C. Klincksieck. 1908. Pp. ccl, 567.) 
It is a curious fact that although the science of diplomatics had its 
origin in France and the traditions of the Benedictines have been well 
maintained by the ficole des Chartes yet the documentary sources of 
French history have not been collected and sifted with the same system 
and thoroughness as in Germany, and the French student has at his 
disposal no such body of Urkunden and Jahrbucher as his German col- 
leagues have prepared. Even the field which interests France and Ger- 
many equally, the period of the Carolingians, has been tilled almost 
wholly by German and Austrian scholars. Projects for such under- 
takings have, however, not been lacking in France. Even before the 
Revolution the Academy of Inscriptions and the government formed 
plans for publishing in chronological order all the documents important 
for the history of France, and by the middle of the nineteenth century 
a large mass of copies had been accumulated for that purpose. These 
schemes were, however, too vast for execution, and they failed to take 
sufficient account of the need of studying critically each group of docu- 
ments by itself. Only comparatively recently, largely through the 
efforts of the late Arthur Giry and M. Maurice Prou, has the Academy 
of Inscriptions turned to the more practicable task of issuing an edition 
of the documents of the West Frankish and French sovereigns from 840 
to 1223. The first two volumes are now before us, and we learn from 
M. d'Arbois's preface that the work for the others is well advanced. 
A series of non-royal documents will be inaugurated next year by M. 
Leopold Delisle's monumental study of the charters of Henry II. for his 
continental dominions. 
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For M. Halphen's volume on the last two Carolingians the body of 
material is not large. He has been able to discover in all but fifty 
charters of these sovereigns, besides twelve forgeries and some scattered 
references to others documents, and, thanks to the excellent studies of 
M. Ferdinand Lot on this period, he has not been able to bring out much 
that is new for its history. The diplomatic introduction is a model of 
sober and concise statement, and occasionally, as in the account of the 
chancery, it throws light on the vicissitudes of royal power during these 
reigns and the growing demoralization toward the end. M. Prou deals 
with a longer period, and the one hundred and seventy-two charters 
which he has collected furnish the indispensable basis for the still un- 
written history of Philip I.'s reign. On the whole, though, the perusal 
of these documents is disappointing, both for political history and for 
the study of institutions. Philip I. was not a personage of importance, 
and while his long reign fell in a notable period of history, his own 
official acts throw singularly little light upon his times. 

Both volumes are admirable types of what such works should be. 
The text has been established with scrupulous care, the various copies 
and earlier editions are fully indicated, and the typography is excellent. 
To many the pains taken will seem almost too great, for the index refers 
regularly to lines as well as pages, and the list of copies is extended to 
the point of including all modern transcripts, even when they have no 
value for the text. The introductions are important contributions to 
diplomatics, and it is a convenience to be able to consult them in the 
same volume with the charters instead of having to seek them else- 
where, as in the case of the series with which this one takes rank, the 
Diplomata of the Monumenta Germaniae Historica. 

Charles H. Hasktns. 



English Society in the Eleventh Century: Essays in English Medie- 
val History. By Paul Vinogradoff, D.C.L., LL.D., Corpus 
Professor of Jurisprudence in the University of Oxford. (Ox- 
ford: Clarendon Press. 1908. Pp. xii, 599.) 
The middle ground between the conditions described in his two 
earlier works, the Growth of the Manor, in so far as it is a study of 
origins, and Villainage in England, a study of the perfected manor, 
Professor Vinogradoff has covered with a close and systematic investi- 
gation into the social conditions disclosed by Domesday Book. He has 
cut, in a sense, a section across English society at the moment when 
Norman institutions and customs were being imposed upon the already 
complex conditions resulting from Scandinavian occupations and the 
natural development of the Anglo-Saxons. In the first of the two essays 
into which the book is divided he approaches the subject from above, 
discussing the influence of public law on society as seen, first, in the 
military organization necessary for the defense of the country, the fyrd, 



